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Operation Ritter  

Domestic Abuse Initiative 

This is to ensure the   
victims of abuse receive a 
high level of service and 
they are provided with the 
additional support, advice 
and help they need in the 
run up to Christmas.     
The PPIU officers will also 
advise and direct         
investigations carried out 
by uniformed staff,      
ensuring all statements, 
photographs, evidence 
gathering and forensic 
opportunities are secured 
to aid in any subsequent 
criminal investigation.  

Traffordôs Domestic 
Abuse Unit adopts a multi 
agency approach to tack-
ling domestic abuse.  This 
is to ensure any potential 
risk is posed to the      
victimôs and children   
suffering from abuse is 
identified and dealt with 
robustly.  We will share 
information with our part-
ner agencies so a support 
network and safety plan 
can be put in place.   

T R A F F O R D  D O M E S T I C  A B U S E  N E W S L E T T E R  

In the run up to Christmas 

there is a dramatic increase 

in the number of Domestic 

related incidents across the 

area of Trafford. These    

incidents not only affect the 

victims of abuse, but also 

their children, family      

members, neighbours and 

the community as a whole. 

Operation Ritter is a  Trafford 

Police  Initiative.  The Public 

Protection Investigation Unit 

(PPIU) will provide extra  

officers over a 3 week period 

in an effort to highlight and 

provide a premium service to 

our customers when dealing 

with domestic related inci-

dents in the run up to   

Christmas. 

The initiative will commence 

on Friday 9th December 

2011 and concluded on   

Friday 20th December 2011.  

The PPIU 

Traffordôs Public Protection 

Investigation Unit (PPIU) will 

be providing specialist 

trained officers to work 

alongside the uniformed  

patrols who respond to on 

going domestic incidents. 

They will work on the       

Domestic Abuse Enforce-

ment Car between 1600-

0000 on weekdays. There is 

an increase of incidents on a 

Friday and Saturday night 

when alcohol also becomes 

a contributory factor, there-

fore, officers will be working 

between 1900-0300. 

The message from    
Police Sergeant Steven 
Gardner from Trafford 
Domestic  is ñYou do 
not have to  suffer in 
silence this Christmas. 
There are   specialist 
trained officers        
available for  you to 
speak to you and your 
situation will be taken 
seriously.  There are 
agencies in Trafford 
that are there to help 
you and assist youò.   

Greater Manchester 
Police takes a zero  
tolerance approach 
when dealing with    
incidents of Domestic 
Abuse and will take      
positive action in all       
instances. 

 

Also known as Operation 
Mistletoe 

 

Get help to 

stop your 

abusive 

behaviour... 

phone  

 

RESPECT  

 

0845 122 8609 
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Women or men who are considered to 

be at serious risk of harm because of 

domestic violence and abuse, honour 

based violence and forced marriage 

can be referred to the IDVA service 

from any agency via the MARAC, 

which is a Multi-Agency Risk           

Assessment  Conference. 

idva@traffordwomensaid.org.uk 

Idva.trafford@victimsupport.org.uk 

 

Telephone numbers: 

0845 864 7373 

0793 960 7774 

0161 912 2129 

07974 552 944 

 

Trafford IDVA Service can offer 

community languages Urdu,      

Punjabi and Hindi in addition to 

English 

 

Candlelit Vigil 

For those of you who are not 
aware, Manchester hold a now 
annual Candlelit Vigil in the city to 
remember those victims of        
domestic abuse / violence who 
have been murdered by their part-
ners or ex partners in the past 12 
months; on average 110 women 
every year are murdered,          
nationally, by their partner or ex 
partner. The event will, this year, 
be held at 5pm on Friday 25th   
November outside the Bridgewater 
Hall on Lower Mosley Street (by 
the 'pebble' near the steps). The 
25th November marks the first day 
of the international United Nations' 
16-day campaign to eliminate    
violence against women.                 
Cllr. Suzanne Richards, Lead 
Member for Women's Issues, has 
once again kindly agreed to      
commence the vigil.  
 
Colleagues from across Greater 
Manchester, from both the         
statutory and voluntary sectors 
annually attend, and we are also 
looking forward to welcoming a 
group of young people from the 
Young   People's Support        
Foundation (YPSF) in the city 
again this year who will be joining 
us at the vigil. It would be great to 
see as many people there as     
possible and you would all be most 
welcome. The vigil is a very short 
event (with a two-minute's silence) 
but has become an important    
annual focal point for those who 
work in the field of domestic abuse, 
or who are affected by it. It would 
be great if some of you could join 
us at this important event.  

 

WELL DONE     
VICTIM SUPPORT 
on raising  Ã848.00 
with their canal 
walk on 5th       

September 2011 

 

Would like to invite you to our  Free 
Friday Drop-inôs 

(for women and children only) 

Come and Join us! 

Time: 11.30 -1.30pm  

Place: 33 Cross Street, Sale, Traf-

ford (opposite Sainsburyôs) 

A space for women (this is for women 

and children only) to chat and enjoy 

time together. Historically women 

have always gathered together to talk 

about their lives, share ways of coping 

with their lives and be creative.  All 

women are welcome to have a go at 

being Artistic with our visiting artist 

Barbara Jepson, (from Ten Plus Tex-

tiles) along with a light lunch.  It does 

not matter if you have never worked 

with arts before, or feel shy and un-

confident just come along to this safe, 

supportive, friendly space. 

Trafford  

Independent  Domestic  

Violence Advice 

IDVA  

 

 

 

Please email or call Gabi Hesk at 

traffordrapecrisis@googlemail.com 

0800 783 4608 to book your place. 

Friday 2nd, 9th or 16th         

December 2011  

Increased in IDVAs, Ministry of  

Justice and Council have funded  

two more plus Half a Post in Alcohol 

No 33  

The Womenôs and Childrenôs  

Centre  

mailto:idva@traffordwomensaid.org.uk
mailto:Idva.trafford@victimsupport.org.uk
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Friday Drop In Sessions 

WomenMATTA is a womenôs community project based at the Pankhurst Centre that offers a holistic rehabilitative service to 

women offenders and those at risk of offending. 

WomenMATTA offer a free therapeutic drop in session every Friday from 1pm until 4pm at the Pankhurst Centre. These sessions 

are run by staff and volunteers and offer a free hot lunch, access to a clothing bank and a range of workshops ranging from   

relaxation and pampering to IT skills. There are also staff and volunteers on hand to offer advice, signposting and take referrals 

to the service if applicable. 

The WomenMATTA drop in sessions are very popular and are regularly playing host to over 25 women per session. This offers 

the women an ideal opportunity to not only learn new skills and access support but make friends, socialise and support each oth-

er. 

For more information, please contact 0161 273 1518. 

WomenMATTA, The Pankhurst Centre, 60-62 Nelson Street, Manchester, M13 9WP 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
 

Female Genital Mutilation also known as female 
circumcision or female genital cutting is the par-
tial or total removal of the external female genita-
lia or other injury to female genital organs for non 
medical reasons. 
 
Over 24,000 girls are estimated to be at risk of 
FGM in England and Wales. 
 
FGM is illegal in the UK. It is also illegal to take 
girls abroad from the UK for FGM. 
 
FGM results in severe, physical, psychological 
and sexual complications and affected women 
and girls require highly specialist care. 
 
Help and Advice on FGM is available from  
FORWARD 
 
FORWARD is a campaign and support charity 
that promotes the health and human rights of girls 
and women affected by FGM 
Telephone no. 0208 960 4000 
www.forwarduk.org.uk 
 
If you are concerned that a Trafford child or 
young person has or is likely to be affected by 
FGM a safeguarding children referral should be 
completed to MARAT (Multi Agency Referral and 
Assessment Team)  
Telephone no. 0161 912 5125   
 

T R A F F O R D  D O M E S T I C  A B U S E  N E W S L E T T E R  
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