
2014 is a year of remembrance - the 6th June 

marked 70 years since the D-Day landings 

in Normandy - and in August, the world 

will mark the 100th anniversary of the 

outbreak of the First World War. Animals 

have always played a major part in wars 

both recent and historic - horses, mules, 

dogs, elephants and pigeons to name a few. 

Wherever there is human conflict, heroism and 

self-sacrifice can be found in animals too. 

Pigeons were used to carry messages in both World Wars.

Around five hundred thousand were used and twenty thousand

died carrying out their duties. Message pigeons proved to be so

efficient that the Swiss army continued to use them until 1995.

Two pigeons that are often mentioned are Mary and Paddy.

Mary was injured three times during WWII and had to have

twenty two stitches. Paddy was an Irish pigeon and he held 

the record for flying across from Normandy during the D-Day 

invasion in a time of four hours and fifty minutes.

Animals’ natural instincts, intelligence, unique sense of smell

and strength also play their part. Dogs for example have a 

multitude of roles - in the British and French armies there were

twenty thousand dogs in 1917. We also know how dogs have

been used for rescue. This is just as important today. In the

September 11th attack on the Twin Towers dogs were used to

find survivors. On the 5th March 2002 Labrador Guide dogs -

Salty and Roselle - were awarded the PDSA Dickin medal  

“For remaining loyally at the side of their blind owners, 

courageously leading them down more than 70 floors of the

World Trade Centre and to a place of safety following the 

terrorist attack on New York on 11th September 2001”. 

The PDSA Dickin Medal, recognised worldwide as the animals’

Victoria Cross is the highest award any animal can receive

whilst serving in military conflict and is awarded to animals 

displaying conspicuous gallantry or devotion to duty while 

serving or associated with any branch of the Armed Forces or

Civil Defence Units. The Medal, which can only be considered

on receipt of an official commendation, has been awarded 

65 times since 1943. The recipients comprised 32 pigeons, 

29 dogs, 3 horses and one cat.

Irrespective of our personal views about whether animals

should go to war, it is an indisputable fact that without the

bravery and natural skills of animals many more human lives

would be lost. In 2014 set some time aside to remember 

both human and animal sacrifices.
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Rip pictured on top of a pile of rubble following an air raid - 5th August 1941.
He was found as a stray following a heavy bombing raid of Poplar, London in
1940 by Air Raid Warden Mr E. King who threw him some scraps of food and
the two struck up a friendship. Rip was adopted as mascot of the Southill
Street Air Raid Patrol and began acting as an unofficial rescue dog, sniffing
out casualties trapped beneath buildings and became the service's first search
and rescue dog. Rip was not trained for the work, but took to it instinctively.
In twelve months between 1940 and 1941, he found over 100 victims of air
raids and his success has been held partially responsible for prompting the
authorities to train search and rescue dogs towards the end of World War II. 

Cute baby pic by Fat Sparrow Photography and the apple of 
some proud father’s eye shows off the Father’s Day card he made.

It’s all happening at the Charity shop!
Not only is charity shop manager Victoria busy selling all manner of 
items to bring money in for the Pets Service, she is also hosting coffee
mornings and other exciting events at the shop. We’ve had a Father’s Day
craft morning when children were able to make a free card for Dad while
parents had a good look through our bargain stock and also a craft drop-in
which gave children the opportunity to develop new skills. Don’t miss our
next great event on Saturday 27th July - 10am - 4pm. Fat Sparrow
Photography will be back in the shop to take professional pictures for just
£3 per child (doggie costume optional). Victoria has lots of exciting ideas 
for people to get involved with over the summer; all events are listed on
Facebook.com/pawsforkids - do spread the word and come in for a chat -
who knows you may find the bargain of the century whilst browsing.

Remembering the
roles animals take
on in wartime



July saw the re-launch of our website which 
has been completely redesigned by Dorran Noel
who gave his time and expertise free of charge.

The home page which now has a section on pets we may

need to re-home is also linked to our Facebook page and

Twitter feed and has a count-down to up-and-coming

events. The new pages give information on all four services,

Pet Fostering, Safe Haven Project, Independent Domestic

Violence Advice (IDVSA) and Young Person’s Domestic

Advice Service. It also has all the latest 50/50 Club results

and back issues of our newsletters as well as information
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We are delighted to be one of the chosen charities to 
be highlighted in the Pawtraits Exhibition™ and book 
of the same name. Actor Fay Rippley and her dog
Barry feature in Pawtraits - helping to raise awareness
of Paws for Kids work.
Fay became a household name as the long-suffering wife of

character John Gifford in the popular drama Cold Feet. Fay

was born in Wimbledon so is ‘naturally Southern’, but often

gets mistaken for Northern because of her accent in Cold

Feet. You may recognise Fay as ‘Nicola’ in the comedy series

‘Reggie Perrin’.

The Pawtraits Exhibition™ is a collection of black and white

photographs of well-known faces and members of the 

public, all photographed with an animal of their choice. 

Each Pawtrait tells the story of the relationship between the 

animal and the person and raises awareness for a different

animal related charity. The exhibition has been created and

photographed by media photographer Maria Slough.

Over the last 20 months Maria has travelled approximately

2,440 road miles, 360 nautical miles and 10,000 air miles 

in her quest to bring all these faces together. The images tell

stories of love and companionship and the book of the entire

collection is available to buy (details below) which will help in

raising funds to support Paws for Kids in our on-going work

with animals.

How to view the book and order 
Visit www.thepawtraitsexhibition.co.uk 

The site menu can be found on right hand side by clicking

‘MORE’. The cost of the large book which is 30cm x 30cm 

is £25. The small book at 20cm x 20cm is £15. 

Postage will be added. Please note that Maria doesn’t make 

a single penny from the sale of this book.

At the point of order there is a drop down menu 

in alphabetical order for you to choose Paws 

for Kids. The sale of each book raises 

£5 per book to the allocated charity.

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/

thepawtraitsexhibition

Twitter@ThePawtraitsXbn  

Order Form:

www.uphotobooks.com/maria

PFK’s website now has a whole new look

Support for women and children experiencing domestic violence and abuse in the North West
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Pawtraits Exhibition Fay Rippley

on the charity shop and how to donate. Please visit the site

and see how our work has developed over the last sixteen

years. For those of you who remember the previous web

pages I hope you agree that Dorran has transformed the

site into useful user friendly, informative pages - giving 

us the opportunity to showcase Paws for Kids work to 

individuals, agencies, funders and the rest of the world!

Dorran Noel is a full-time Homeless Mentor at Bolton 

Young People’s Housing Scheme; he is also a freelance web 

designer. If you need a website design and would like a

quote he can be contacted at dorran.noel@gmail.com

www. pawsforkids.org.uk

“Aaaawh” - Fay Rippley and Barry - courtesy of photographer Maria Slough
and The Pawtraits Exhibition™

Alternatively visit www.pawsforkids.org.uk and 

follow the link to view the pictures and purchase the book.



Football United Against Domestic Violence is a campaign
working with national footballing bodies, sports media,
football clubs, the police, players and fans to send a strong
message that domestic abuse is unacceptable. Sexist 
behaviour can be the catalyst in provoking violence and
abuse towards women and girls and we are looking to the 
footballing community to join in the campaign by raising
awareness and reducing the level of domestic abuse. 

In June, Paws for Kids and many other domestic abuse 

charities came forward with plans to offer extra help and 

support to victims of domestic abuse during the World Cup

after data had been collated from the last World Cup showing

there was a 40% increase in 999 calls after England’s last

World Cup exit - many for domestic violence.

Alongside Bolton Police, Paws for Kids visited domestic 

violence victims who had been highlighted at greater risk of

experiencing domestic abuse as their partners or ex-partners

had a history of both football violence and domestic abuse.

The purpose of the visits was to speak to previous victims

urging them to get help if they experience any escalation of

violence during the World Cup. At the same time officers

gave ‘yellow cards’ to known domestic abusers warning them

against violence. Paws for Kids believe that sexist behaviour

and violence at football matches can and does underpin 

violence to women and girls.    

Detective Chief Superintendent Vanessa Jardine from GMP’s

Public Protection Division, said: “We know from our own data

that there was a spike in domestic incidents during the 2010

World Cup. We want to make it clear to those offenders that

this year’s event, as with any sporting event, will not be used

as a way of justifying such abusive behaviour”.

During the games, Greater Manchester Police had specialist

domestic abuse officers on duty at key times. The officers

gave out leaflets and posters in the community to encourage

victims, their friends and family to come forward and report

to police if there is someone they suspect is a victim. 

More information of Women’s Aid campaign ‘Football United

Against Domestic Violence’ bringing together football fans,

clubs and players to relegate domestic violence for good can

be found at: www.womensaid.org.uk
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World Cup kicks off
domestic abuse

A tasty doggie treat
brings in funds
Enterprising supporter and animal lover Charlotte
Lewis is proposing to set up her own dog biscuit
business and is currently supplying friends with
homemade dog treats by ‘word of mouth’. 

Charlotte is now offering her nutritious tasty treats 
to Paws for Kids supporters - 10% of each purchase 
is going into her charity pot. She is supporting three
animal charities this year, one of which is Paws for
Kids. Charlotte hand-makes a variety of treats 
including dog biscuits in varied flavours; Gravy,
Cheese, Carrot, Fruity, Choc Chip, Ginger, Peanut
Butter - also cupcakes, lollipops, bone and paw
shaped cookies, sweet potato and liver jerky bags
and a box of dog chocolates for that special occasion. 

To purchase treats and support Paws for Kids email
Charlotte at: charlieshomemadedogtreats@gmail.com

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Charlies-
Homemade-Dog-Treats

I recently acquired a kitten that I have
named Treacle (no prizes for guessing her
colour) who was one of a litter of 4 kittens
born to a stray in a friend’s garden. Treacle
has not only found her way into my heart,
but also my shoe cupboard (apparently
shoes are lovely and chewy) but more 
worrying is that she is partial to chewing
any flowers or plants that are within reach.
I am well aware of the dangers of toxic  
plants to cats and have removed all from

my home, but even so, still face the problem of Treacle continuing to chew. With this
dilemma I searched the internet and came up with ‘Eight helpful uses for vinegar in your
pet household’. Apparently there are many great uses for vinegar beyond the kitchen; the
RSPCA says vinegar is an environmentally friendly odour destroyer. If you have dogs, cats,
fish or birds, you’ll find these tips very helpful. Several are from VinegarTips.com.
� Worried about your cat eating toxic plants? Just spray the leaves with a mixture of 

white distilled vinegar and water.
� Does your cat scratch your favourite chair? Simply spray white distilled vinegar on 

the chair. Just make sure you test a hidden area first for discolouration.
� Got cat litter odour? Pour 1/2 inch of white distilled vinegar in the empty litter box 

and swish it around. Let it stand for 15 minutes. If the smell is too strong for your cat, 
try mixing the vinegar with some fizzy water.

� Did your dog have an ‘accident’? Pair vinegar with baking soda. It goes a great job 
of getting rid of the stain and the odour.

� Want a clean birdbath? Scrub it with undiluted white distilled vinegar followed by 
a good rinse.

� Flies bothering your horse? Spray a mixture of water and white distilled vinegar 
around the horse’s area.

� Want to get rid of deposits and water lines in your aquarium? Simply wipe it 
down with white distilled vinegar followed by a rinse. If you have stubborn deposits, 
you may need to soak overnight.

More at: www.care2.com/greenliving/8-helpful-uses-for-vinegar-in-your-pet-household

FUNDRAISING 
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Charlie - Charlotte’s chief taster and best buddy.



Blackrod Scarecrow Festival
The festival took place over the sunny weekend of 6th - 7th
July. Over 100 scarecrows were on display throughout the 
village - one in particular to raise funds for Paws for Kids.
Talented supporter Victoria Gray set up a big cardboard 
picture of a scarecrow, with a hole in to put children’s heads
through and have a photo taken if they wished and Victoria
was asking for donations towards our charity throughout the
festival. The sunshine added to the weekends festivities - 
the scarecrow festival sees thousands of people descend 
on Blackrod every year to be greeted 
by an army of scarecrow creations, 
with schools, churches and local 
businesses all getting involved. 
Victoria has also set up a Just Giving 
page where supporters can donate to 
celebrate Victoria’s wonderful display: 
www.justgiving.com/Victoria-Gray10

In a spin at
Crompton Place
Paws for Kids is the chosen charity of the year 
for Bolton’s Crompton Place shopping centre 
and they have kindly provided a ‘coin spinner’ 
collection box to enable shoppers to donate their
spare change to Paws for Kids. 

New charity shop manager Victoria, Operations
Manager Tracey and Pet Service worker Lynn were
delighted to visit the shopping arcade with Derek,
one of our foster dogs. Hopefully the coin spinner
will bring in much needed cash to buy pet food
and equipment enabling us to help more four-
legged friends like Derek. A big thank you once
again to management and staff at Crompton
Place - we really value your help and support.

FUNDRAISING 
NEWS

PRIZE DRAW RESULTS
April: First prize £150 

Jean Grice - Ashton-in-Makerfield     
ticket No.235

2nd prize £50 
E Mailman - Horwich    

ticket No. 413

3rd prize £25 
Pauline Turner - Chorley  

ticket No. 334

Tickets drawn by Janet Roberts 
(Trainee Social Worker) 

May: First prize £150 
Jean Thompson - Horwich  

ticket No.183

2nd prize £50 
Carrol Bibby - Chorley     

ticket No. 92

3rd prize £25 
Kate Williams - Manchester    

ticket No. 58 

Tickets drawn by Lou Morris 
(Pet Volunteer Paws For Kids)  

June: First prize £150 
CW Senior - Blackrod

ticket No.339

2nd prize £50 
Susan Miller - Lemington Spa    

ticket No.263

3rd prize £25 
Anne Sharples - Swinton

ticket No.373

Tickets drawn by Eszter Kerti 
(Domestic Assistant Paws For Kids) 

Joining the 50/50 club not only gives you the
opportunity of winning a cash prize (better
odds than the National Lottery!) but also

ensures financial security for Paws for Kids.
50% of all funds raised by the 50/50 Club goes

back into the service - the more numbers
bought by supporters means larger cash prizes
plus financial security for the Pets Project so it 
is a win-win situation for supporters and pets.

You can still join: Standing Order forms are
available by ringing the Paws for Kids office 
on 01204 394842 or by downloading a form 

via the Paws for Kids web site
www.pawsforkids.org.uk 

Each month we draw 3 lucky winners who
receive cash prizes of: 1st prize - £150, 

2nd prize - £50, 3rd prize - £25.
The following 9 supporters won prizes 

in the last three 50/50 Club draws. 
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Attention computer users
If you have access to a PC, you could 
help us save money on postage, 
printing and envelopes by electing to 
receive your copy of Paw Prints as a pdf 
by e-mail. If you would be happy to do this, 
please e-mail carole@pawsforkids.org.uk 

Of course we will continue to print copies for 
supporters without computers, or for those of you
who simply prefer a hard copy.

Our email addresses are: 
petfostering@pawsforkids.org.uk
safehaven@pawsforkids.org.uk

idva@pawsforkids.org.uk

All calls are now answered by our admin workers Lynn & Angela who are happy 

to help with your enquiry or re-direct you to the service you need.

@pawsofficial

By post:
Paws for Kids, PO Box 329, Bolton BL6 7WA 

By telephone:
Office open Monday - Friday, 10am - 5pm

Referrals for pet fostering can be taken on Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm.

Tel: 01204 394 842 Fax: 01204 399 645

www. pawsforkids.org.uk
Facebook.com/PawsforKids

Paws 50/50 Club

Paws for Kids is supported by: 

How to contact us

Paws 50/50 Club

L - R: ‘The Three Graces’ - Tracey, Victoria and
Lynn with Daredevil Dog Derek - they fed him the
line he was auditioning for Britain’s Got Talent.

Top: Topical theme ‘War Horse’ attracts a new 
recruit. Left: Meg Harrison (age 6) poses as the prettiest 
scarecrow in Blackrod and donates her £1 to Paws for Kids.

Don’t forget to visit our

‘new improved’ website -

and let us know what 

you think.

Yeah - like 
I’m really   
shaking...?


