Domestic Violence Intervention Pilot
Barnardo's North West are working with Manchester City Council to run a pilot programme for families where there has been violence used by a male partner against a female partner, and where the man wants support to change his behaviour.  The scheme will offer:

· A thorough assessment of the nature and severity of violence used and motivation to change, over 2 x 2 hour sessions with the man and (if she wishes to participate in the assessment) a separate 1 x 2 hour session with their partner/ex-partner

· One individual preparation session with the man

· A 28 week group work programme for men (taking place in Higher Blackley on Tuesday evenings)

· Safety planning with female partners/ex-partners at a venue to suit her

· Weekly telephone contact and updates on progress for female partners/ex-partners

· Where children are old enough to benefit, safety planning with children in the family.

To be eligible to participate, men must be willing to:

· Support their partner/ex-partner to participate in accessing the women’s service

· Attend all sessions, with exceptions only for genuine illness and no more than 3 sessions missed in total

· Sign a limited confidentiality agreement, which allows group workers to share information with the women’s service and other relevant services to maximise the safety of their partner/ex-partner

· Be substance and alcohol free for 24 hours before each session.

As this is a pilot scheme, we are able to take referrals during October and early November only.  For more information, contact Abby Ogier on 07795 262833 or abby.ogier@barnardos.org.uk
